
Scholarships, Awards, Bursaries, Funding 

 

The most common and reliable funding for students in Ontario will come through OSAP. This is 

the Ontario government’s funding arm for post-secondary education. Read through their website 

careful before you decide that your family doesn’t qualify. OSAP has changed a lot in recent 

years, making post-secondary education possible for a wider group of students.  

 

OSAP is at www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program, but application 

doesn’t open until April or May, close to graduation.  

 

Be sure to check with your employer, your parent or guardian’s employer or union as well as any 

service group you’re associated with. If you or your family have been supported through a local 

service agency, you might find tuition support through them. There are many cultural groups and 

organizations who also offer small awards to students. Usually, you might have to write an essay 

or fill out an application for such awards. An example of a cultural community award is the 

MAX Scholarship Fund circulated to young Muslim Canadians throughout Canada - 

maxscholars.org/. An example of a service group who have annual scholarships includes Autism 

Ontario www.autismontario.com/programs-services/18-and-over/education-scholarships.  

 

College 

Very few colleges offer financial incentives because their tuitions are already heavily subsidized 

by government programs. There are some financial need awards and bursaries that are awarded 

to college students (see list below). Colleges will have awards for upper year students, so once 

you’re in college, be sure to visit the financial aid office. If you run into financial trouble during 

your first year, be sure to also visit the financial aid office as there are emergency funds available 

through OSAP for such situations.  

 

University 

Most universities will offer grades-based entrance awards to encourage students to come to their 

school. These awards start for students with an 80% average or higher. Some universities, like 

Queen’s, have merit-based awards. These awards depend on an average above 90% with 

significant achievements in community service and leadership opportunities. Financial need is a 

consideration for these awards.  

 

For athletes, you should contact the coaches directly at the school you’d like to attend. You could 

ask them about financial aid for athletes and they will direct you accordingly. In such cases, the 

coach would have to give you a personal invitation to be on their team. You would have to meet 

other entrance requirements.  

 

There are some major awards not tied directly to universities. These awards are very elite and 

typically less than 1% of applicants receive such awards. Financial need is a consideration for 

these awards. 

 

There are also a few general awards available for students with financial need.  

 

http://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://maxscholars.org/
http://www.autismontario.com/programs-services/18-and-over/education-scholarships


Important Note – the lists below are not exhaustive. Be sure to do your own search online and in 

your community for opportunities for funding. It’s important to note that, despite all the work 

you might do to apply for awards, there is a degree of “lottery” to this kind of funding. What you 

earn from a part-time job will often surpass what you can find in scholarships and other awards.  

 

 

General University Awards in Canada 

Loran - loranscholar.ca/ (Deadline Oct 15th for sponsored, Oct 22nd for direct pool) 

 

Schulich Award (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) - www.schulichleaders.com/  

 

Community Service Awards 

TD Scholarship for Community Leadership (Deadline Nov 13th) – hwww.td.com/ca/en/personal-

banking/solutions/student-banking/community-leadership-scholarship-for-canadians/  

Terry Fox Award - terryfoxawards.ca/  

 

University Specific 

Each university in Ontario will have merit-based awards. Visit the “awards” or “financial aid” 

tabs and links of each university you are considering to review what is available. In many cases, 

a recommendation from the high is necessary. Be sure to contact your guidance counsellor very 

early for these awards. We are happy to help you edit your application. Most of these awards 

have deadlines that must be met. The earliest deadline is usually Queen’s Chancellor Award 

(Dec 1st). The Queen’s awards applications are at www.queensu.ca/studentawards/admission-

awards/major-admission-awards  

 

Discipline Specific 

There are awards through universities and private organizations for different groups and different 

disciplines. For example, you might search online for engineering awards for girls or sports 

scholarships for young athletes, or other specific areas of study. The ORBA scholarship 

orba.org/scholarships/ is an example of a discipline specific award (engineering).  

 

Awards for Financial Need 

Queen’s Promise Award - www.queensu.ca/studentawards/admission-awards/promise-scholars  

Horatio Alger Award (college or university) - horatioalger.ca/en/home/  

 

Later Funding 

Note that most universities and colleges have awards and bursaries available for their upper year 

students. Once you’re in your first year, visit your financial aid office for more information. If 

you run into trouble during your first year, it’s also important to visit financial aid to see if there 

are funds available (above what you might have already received) to help you through difficult 

times.  

 

 

 
 

https://loranscholar.ca/
http://www.schulichleaders.com/
https://www.td.com/ca/en/personal-banking/solutions/student-banking/community-leadership-scholarship-for-canadians/
https://www.td.com/ca/en/personal-banking/solutions/student-banking/community-leadership-scholarship-for-canadians/
https://terryfoxawards.ca/
http://www.queensu.ca/studentawards/admission-awards/major-admission-awards
http://www.queensu.ca/studentawards/admission-awards/major-admission-awards
https://orba.org/scholarships/
http://www.queensu.ca/studentawards/admission-awards/promise-scholars
https://horatioalger.ca/en/home/

